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27th IAEA Fusion Energy Conference (FEC-2018) 

IPR hosted the 27th IAEA Fusion Energy Conference (FEC-2018) at Mahatma Mandir during 22-27 October, 2018. The 
meeting was inaugurated by lighting the traditional lamp by Dr. Meera Venkatesh Director of Division of Physical and Chemi-
cal Sciences in the Department of Nuclear Applications, at IAEA, Dr. R Chidambaram, former Chairman, AEC and Secretary, 
DAE, Dr. R. B. Grover, Member AEC, Dr. Shashank Chaturvedi, Director, IPR, Dr. S Deshpande, Project Director, ITER-
India, Dr. P. A. Child, EURATOM, Prof. N. K. Prinja, AMEC Clean Energy, UK, representatives from IAEA Ms. Sehila M. 
Gonzales de Vicente,  Dr. Danas Ridikas and the conference convener, Dr. Raju Daniel.   
 

A total of 718 participants from 39 member countries of IAEA and 4 international organizations participated in this conference 
which has both oral (131) and poster presentations (641). Indian participants were 225 in number. An exhibition for vendors 
and institutes to showcase their wares and achievements. There were stalls in the exhibition from IPR, FCIPT, CPP-IPR as 
well as BARC along with exhibits from private agencies.   
 

During the opening session, Dr. Venkatesh welcomed the gathering and mentioned the importance of the role of IAEA in fu-
sion related activities. Dr. Chidambaram talked about the current energy crisis as well as Indiaôs contribution to fusion re-
search. Dr. Grover emphasized upon Indiaôs power requirements and the need for a balance between currently available en-
ergy sources and appropriate options for the future. Dr. Deshpande gave a brief history of IPR and its fusion related activities 
as well as Indiaôs contribution to the ITER project. Dr. Child put forth the plans of EURATOM in fusion related activities for the 
next five years and finally, Dr. Prinja described the 4th industrial revolution of digitalization of industry and how it can be ap-
plied to fusion activities around the world.  The Nuclear Fusion awards by IAEA were also presented to the winners during 
the inaugural session.   
 

A welcome dinner was organized by the LOC for the participants at Mahatma Mandir on 22nd October and the Conference 
Banquet was held at the Sabarmati Riverfront park  in the evening of 24th October. The participants enjoyed traditional Indi-
an dance forms as well as participated in ñGarbaò wearing traditional Guajarati attire that was provided to them at the venue.  
 

Satellite scientific meetings of various international fusion R&D groups were also held in the sidelines of the conference. Dur-
ing the last session, the summary of all the major sessions were also presented.  

The dignitaries on the podium during the inauguration of FEC 2018 (L-R) Dr. Danas Ridikas (IAEA), Dr. Daniel Raju (IPR), Dr. P. A. Child 
(EURATOM), Dr. R.B. Grover (DAE), Dr. Meera Venkatesh (IAEA), Dr. Shashank Chaturvedi (IPR), Dr. R Chidambaram (AEC), Dr. 
Shishir Deshpande (ITER-India), Prof. N. K. Prinja (AMEC, UK) and Ms. Sehila M. Gonzales de Vicente (IAEA) 
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Lighting the traditional lamp during the inauguration of the conference 

View of the podium and a section of the audience 

(L-R) Dr. Meera Venkatesh, Dr. R. Chidambaram, Dr. R Grover and Dr. S. Deshpande addressing the gathering.  
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