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30 Years of Aditya Tokamak 

IPR organised a two-day National Symposium for Commemorating 30-years of the successful operation of the first indige-

nous tokamak in India ï ñADITYA and its Upgradeò (NSC30AT2020) at the Entrepreneurship Development Institute (EDI), 

Gandhinagar during January 27 ï 28, 2020. The main focus of the symposium was to celebrate 30 years of scientific activi-

ties of ADITYA ï tracing its historical evolution, highlighting its scientific and technical achievements, discussing the experi-

mental program of its latest avatar (the upgraded ADITYA-U) and finally, discussing  the possible future scientific and techno-

logical roadmap of the program. The meeting was inaugurated by lighting the traditional lamp by the chief guest Dr. Anil Ka-

kodkar (Former Chairman, AEC), the guest of honour Dr. R. B. Grover (Homi Bhabha Chair, DAE, HoD ITER Council), Dr. S. 

Chaturvedi (Director, IPR) and  Dr. S. Deshpande (Chairman, NSC30AT). Over 300 participants from all over the country 

participated in this symposium. During the opening session, Dr. S. Chaturvedi welcomed the gathering and shared his mem-

ories of ADITYA early days. Dr. Anil Kakodkar delivered the Inaugural Address and shared his valuable thoughts on this oc-

casion. 

(L) Inauguration of NSC30AT2030 (R) Releasing of the Souvenir of NSC30AT2020  

(L) Dr. S. Chaturvedi addressing the gathering (R) Dr. Anil Kakodkar delivering the Inaugural Address  



 

н 30 Years of Aditya Tokamak 

Dr. R. Grover and Prof. A. Sen delivered the Keynote Addresses. Dr. Grover emphasized upon the Indiaôs electricity demand 
and the economic aspects of electricity generation and Prof. A. Sen deliberated on the journey of how ADITYA tokamak was 
born and the efforts made towards expanding the fusion program in India.  The two-day symposium had 23 invited talks de-
livered by eminent speakers from IPR as well as from DAE units and other institutes. A óPanel Discussionô was conducted on 
how ADITYA Upgrade tokamak could be made a national facility to provide hands-on experience on tokamak research for 
the students of different universities within the country. A poster session was also organized, where a total of 55 posters 
were presented. An ADITYA-U visit was organized for participants on the evening of 27th January, 2020 followed by wel-
come dinner organised by the LOC, NSC30AT at IPR. 

(L) Dr. R. B. Grover and (C) Prof. A. Sen delivering the Keynote Address. (R) Dr. S. Deshpande moderating the Panel Discussion 

(L-R) Prof. R. Pal, Prof. P. I. John, Prof. Y. C. Saxena, Dr. R. Srinivasan, Dr. Joydeep Ghosh delivering their invited talks 

(L-R) Prof. P. K. Chattopadhyaya, Dr. S Kulkarni, Mr. B Doshi, Mr. K Satyanarayana, Dr. S Pahari and Mr. S. B. Bhatt  

(L-R) Dr. K. Balakrishnan, Shri. S.. Malhotra,  Shri H. Pujara, Mrs. A. Behere,  Dr. R. K. Sharma and Prof. A. K. Ganguly 

(L) Mr. R. L. Tanna delivering the Vote of Thanks (C) Poster session (R) Aditya visit  
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Conference on Plasma Simulations (CPS) @ IPR 

A Conference on Plasma Simulations (CPS) was held at the Institute for Plasma Research during January 23-24, 2020.The 
conference was well attended and was rich in scientific content. There were 22 invited talks and 52 poster presentations dur-
ing the 2-day event. The participants came from more than 23 different universities and research institutes across India and 
their research interests and contributions covered a wide range of plasma science topics such as magnetic and inertial fu-
sion, space and astrophysical plasmas, plasma surface interactions, industrial applications of plasma, plasma based propul-
sion devices, plasma based particle accelerators etc. A host of simulation models and techniques such as gyro-kinetic and 
gyro-fluid models, MHD models, fluid and PIC simulations were discussed. This conference was supported by IPR, DAE-
BRNS and SERB. 

 Images from the Conference on Plasma Simulations organized at IPR 

Participants of the Conference on Plasma Simulations  held at IPR 
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Vikram Sarabhai Centenary National Science Day 

In the centenary year of the founder of Department of Atomic Energy, IPR celebrated the Vikram Sarabhai Centenary Nation-
al Science Day during 1-2 February 2020 at the IPR main campus with immense amount of enthusiasm. The event was inau-
gurated by Director, IPR Dr. Shashank Chaturvedi and Mr Ravi Shankar, AGM, SBI Regional Business Office-1, Gandhina-
gar. The centenary event had several posters and videos on Dr. Vikram Sarabhai on display. Over 900 students and teach-
ers from both urban and rural schools across Gujarat participated in this event. The NSD also had competitive live events like 
Quiz, Eloquence, Skit as well as science exhibits by schools and by IPR staff, in collaboration with the BSc Physics students 
of St. Xavierôs College, Ahmedabad.  Offline competitions like poster and essay writing were conducted for the school stu-
dents in the month of December. In the competition organized for school teachers for innovative teaching aids, Shri H. K. 
Gohil of Kalapi Vinay Mandir, Lathi, won the first prize.  This event had over 3000 visitors visiting IPR during the two days to 
see the exhibition and open house. The concluding session was held on 3rd February where the prizes for the various com-
petitions were given out by Dean R&D, Dr. P.K. Atrey.  Some of the schools that won prizes in multiple events are Poddar 
International School, Ahmedabad, Saint Mary School, Amreli, Divyapath Science School, Ahmedabad, GK Dholakiya School, 
Rajkot, New Era Senior Secondary School, Vadodara etc. 

Inauguration of the NSD-2020 


